Baby-feeding support: a view from the coalface.
The author gives her views on some of the problems of baby-feeding support in the community. There appear to be inconsistencies in the way "breast-feeding" is defined, which can lead to confusing data and may inflate the figures for hospital breast-feeding rates. Early discharge of mothers after a birth and shortage of community midwives make it more difficult for mothers to establish breast-feeding. Support for both breast-feeding and bottle-feeding mothers is often lacking. The author describes an inclusive support group that welcomes mothers whether they are exclusively breast-feeding, partially breast-feeding, or bottle feeding.